India fighting social corona virus 

( 1400 cases and 42 deaths as on 31/03/2020)

Amidst the lockdown to contain Covid0- 19 outbreak, a distrubing trend that has emerged is panic driven social ostracisation and vigilantism. Reports have already surfaced of how doctors and other medica staff who are at the fore front of fighting contagious are being forced out of their homes by their landlords fearing infection. We have also seen a similar story with airline staff who have ferried stranded Indians from abroad and are now bing viewed as 'carriers' of the virus. In fact, Air India put out a statement that vigilante resident welfare associations / Senior Citizens Associations were ostracising and calling the police on its crew members who had gone abroad as part of their duty.

And then there is donright racism with people from the Northeast being abused and harassed because of their features. Some have even reported being heckled and told to move to Wuhan, China. On top of this, in many neighbourhood RWAs have been circulating details of those under precautionary quarantine who are wrongly being conflated with posiive Covid-19 cases. This is not only a breach of constitutional right to prvacy but is also leading to stigmatisation.

Plus, a rise in vigilantism and social ostracisation will only lead to people not reporting Covid- 19 symptoms, therby defeating the very purpose of the restrictions currently in place. What is required at the moment is self - discipline and communities coming together tosupport their members. Those in precautionary quarantine eed to be supported not vilified - and helped in abiding by the restriction measures. 

Patients and families deserve sympathy, not scorn. Just as doctors and essential service workers need our genuine encouragement and gratitude beyond symbolic gestuires. To defeat the coronavirus, we must come together and keep the social virus of stigma and paranoia at bay. Police must take firm steps against those who act ou their own phobia and victimising others. 

As far as Delhi is concerned , Senior Citizens Council of Delhi ( U3A -India) headed by its President J.R.Gupta has been continuously supporting Delhi Govt. & Central Govt. to take care of 1.8 million senior citizens trough its 139 branches across Delhi and creating awareness about social distancing to defeat corona.  As on date, total cases  - 122 , death - 02. 

-- 
J.R. Gupta,

President, Senior Citizens Council of Delhi &

Chairperson, Confederation of Senior Citizens Associations of Delhi (an umbrella body of 18 lakh senior citizens),

National Executive Chairperson, ISU3A ( Indian Society of University of Third Age of the intelligentsia among elderly and is a part of world wide Movement ) 
Recreation Center of Senior Citizens Council of Delhi ( Daily Various Free Facilities Like Homoeopathy Dispensary, Physiotherapy, Blood sugar test, Computer Training, Yoga Classes, Library, News Papers, Television, Carom Board, Chess, Ludo, health checkup camps, consultations from eminent doctors & Spiritual Discourses )
Website:www.seniorcitizensdelhi.org & www.confederationscdelhi.com
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